
      

             
                   

   

               
                 
 

SanSan DiegoDiego CoastkeeperCoastkeeper –– MissioMissionn StatementStatement 

San Diego Coastkeeper protects the region’s bays, beaches, 
watersheds and ocean for the people and wildlife that depend 
on them. 

We balance community outreach, education, and advocacy to 
promote stewardship of clean water and a healthy coastal 
ecosystem. 



     

               

       

         

         

                 

   

               

     

       

         

Purpose of Water Monitoring 

Establish baseline for water quality / develop watershed‐based 
WQOs 

Connect people with their watersheds 

Address pollution through a science‐based approach 

Enhance decision‐making at the regulatory level 

Get out in the field and enjoy the local environment!! 

Watershed Monitoring Program 

Began in 2000 (quarterly), became monthly in July 2006 

400 volunteers annually engaged 

Lab Fellows & Watershed Captains 

Watershed Program Interns (6 / year) 



         

           

         
       

               

         

             
       

           

Using Data to address watershed priorities 

San Luis Rey Watershed – Steelhead Salmon Recovery 

Chollas Creek – Disadvantaged community involvement and 
trash / bacteria / toxicity 

Constituents 

Water Chemistry: Air & Water Temp, DO, pH, conductivity 

Lab analyses: Phosphate, Nitrate, Bacteria suite 

Toxicity: ASTM E1924 “Standard Guide for Conducting 
Toxicity Tests with Bioluminescent Dinoflagellates” 

Future plans include: additional nutrients, dissolved metals 
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Where does the data go?? 

California Environmental Data Exchange Network (CEDEN) 
• Working with SCCWRP & SWRCB SWAMP team 

Back to the Volunteers and Watershed Captains 

INPUTS /
 
DATA SOURCES ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ AUDIENCES ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐OUTPUT NEEDS / CRITERIA
 

Watershed Data: Water Chemistry, 
Bacteria, Toxicity 
Beneficial Uses & Observational 
Data 

Regulatory & Granting Agency 
Reports, Co permittee Data, Basin 
Plan Information 

County of SD Department of Public 
Health Beach Water Quality Data 

Observational Data Water quality 
violations / enforcement data AND 
LID / BMPs in county 

Use existing technologies: 
GIS, Social Media, Google tools 
to gather feedback and allow for 
system to evolve 

ENGAGE!! 
Collaborative, dynamic, 
community driven dialog on 
water chemistry and watershed 
issues 

Water quality 
professionals / 
State Water 
Resources Control 
Board 
•Need raw data! 

Volunteers / 
Watershed 
Captains / 
Members of the 
General Public 
•Need 
interpretations 

Quick data turnaround – able  to 
update maps, charts and graphs 
every month to reflect data as it 
is processed 

Watershed data: Interviews, videos, 
pictures, other reports 



www.sdwatersheds.org











   

 

                 
   

           

       

 

 

 

   

Innovative Volunteer Structure 

“Environmental Stewards” 
• Volunteers get training / support to become supervisors for 
other volunteer projects 

Partnership with other nonprofits to share volunteers 

Clean Water Ambassador Training Program 

Thank you 

Karen Franz 

Director, 

Watershed Monitoring Program 

Karen@sdcoastkeeper.org 


